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Eisuke Hayasaka: A New Combination 

B^^AXx ] ) XA#7 h A With?)—f 

Hayasaka and Ohashi (2000) proposed 
five new combinations required for Japanese 
species and hybrids of Schoenoplectus 
(Rchb.) Palla. A new combination, which 
was overlooked in that paper, is proposed 
here. 

Schoenoplectus xosoreyamensis (M. Kiku- 
chi) Hayasaka, comb. nov. 

Scirpus xosoreyamensis M. Kikuchi, Ann. 
Rep. Gakugei Fac. Iwate Univ. 18: 131 
(1961), as S. hondoensis Ohwi x S. triangu- 
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Hiroyoshi Ohashi: An Additional Note on 
trachyspermum (Maxim.) W. T. Wang & 
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ti Japanese Schoenoplectus (Cyperaceae) 

.fr&fc>4£ (ATS^A) 

latus Roxb. 
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the Northernmost Locality of Dichocarpum 
Hsiao (Ranunculaceae) in Japan 
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Takkon-cho, Hosonozawa, alt. 200 m. 5 June 


1996. Yutaka Sasaki 96-0713 (TUS 313321). 
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Wen-Liang Chiou and Shann-Jye Moore: A History of Taxonomic Studies of the 
Vascular Plants of Taiwan 
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Taiwan, with an area of 35,800 km 2 , is lo¬ 
cated about 150 km off the southeastern 
coast of continental China and about 360 km 
north of Luzon (in the Philippines). It is 
about 394 km long north to south, with a 
width of 140 km at its broadest. The eleva¬ 
tion ranges from 0 to 3,950 m. About two- 
thirds of the island is occupied by hills and 
mountains. Some small islands surround the 
main island, such as Orchid Island (Lanyu), 
Green Island (Lutao), Turtle Island 
(Kueishantao), Hsiaoliuchiu, the Penghu 
Archipelago, and so on (Hsieh and Shen 
1994). 

There are 4,339 species (including infra¬ 
species) of vascular plants known from 
Taiwan. These include 4,077 native and 262 
naturalized species. Of these native plants, 
about 26.2 % are endemic to Taiwan (Hsieh 
2003). Taxonomic studies of this abundant 
flora began in middle of the 19th century. 
Based on the governance status of this land, 
they can be divided into three periods, 
namely 1) a pioneering period, 2) a Japanese 
colonial period, and 3) a Taiwanese govern¬ 
ance period. 

1. Pioneering period (1854-1894) 

Taiwan was governed by the Ching 
Dynasty during this period. In 1854, Robert 


Fortune, a Brit, was possibly the first person 
to come to Taiwan to collect plants. During 
this period, at least 25 collectors were known 
to have visited Taiwan, including British, 
German, American, Japanese, and others 
(Bretschneider 1898). Some of them were 
amateur collectors. Most of them were 
British, and most collections were carried 
out on the plains and hills below an elevation 
of 1,000 m. Because of the transportation 
situation, they mostly collected plants in 
northern and southern parts of Taiwan. Most 
of those specimens are deposited in 
European herbaria. 

Among the early collectors, Robert 
Swinhoe (1864) published List of Plants 
from the Island of Formosa , in which 246 
species were recorded. This is possibly the 
first publication on Taiwanese plants. 
Augustine Henry (1896) published A List of 
Plants from Formosa and recorded 1,437 
plants. He also pointed that 1) there were 
103 endemic species which belonged to 79 
genera, and the endemic species count 
should increase when surveys could be con¬ 
ducted in the high mountains; 2) besides the 
endemic species, other species were common 
to southern and central China and Japan; 3) 
plants in the lowlands were similar to those 
on the Indian plains; and 4) plants were less 



